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lUAT August 23,1901 

United Bbethren in Christ Mission, Honam, 

Canton, China, June 29, 1901. 

Sie : In response to your request for information concerning the bubonic plague, 
allow me to say in the first place that no absolutely reliable statements can be made about 
it. The disease is certainly epidemic, but both the physicians of our mission (Drs. 
Shumaker and Bigler) do not regard it as contagious. A house or region having 
become once infected sterns to retain the germs for a long time. This year the plague 
in Canton has seemed to get worse and better by localities. 

In most cases plague is known by a high fever, delirium, and glandular swelling in 
the groin or under the arm-pit, or less likely under the knees or inside the elbow. 
These swellings are called "buboes," hence the name "bubonic plague." 

There is no known specific for the disease, -and very little can be done for the victim. 
The foreign doctor can only prolong life for a day or two by the use of stimulants. The 
average case unattended will live for about two days. 

CAUSES. 

1. The utter disregard of the laws of health, leading to carelessness in food, exposure 
to the sun, taking cold, etc. 

2. Filth, in the houses, in the streets, everywhere. 

3. Rats, unexplainable, but true. 

The first appearance of bubonic plague in Canton was eight years ago (1894), 
announced only by a general pestilence among rats. 

In response to my inquiries I am told that the epidemic has swept across the entire 
country in this part of the province. "No village has escaped." Shun Tak district 
was reported to me as the worst stricken part of the country, the cities of Tai Leung 
and Kwai Chan being specially mentioned. 

Honam has suffered much, but there is not so much plague now as one week ago. 
The worst reports I have heard are : A high-class family surnamed Au was wiped out 
entirely. One large hong employing about 45 men lost over 20 of them. For a month 
or more the Honam coffin shops were unable to supply the demand for coffins. I could 
get no estimate of the actual number of deaths. 

San Tong, a place I frequently visit and with which I am better acquainted than any 
other, is a market of about 13,000 inhabitants, and from January 1 to June 1 of this 
year 1,200 plague deaths have been reported there. 

Now, sir, I am aware there is very little "information" in the above, but I am glad 
to fulfill so reasonable and worthy a request from you. 

Respectfully, * Rev. E. B. Ward. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted. 

Eespectfully, Eobert M. McWade, 

V. 8. Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Colombia. 

Reports from Bocas del Toro — Fruit port — The eighth case of yellow fever 

occurs. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, August 6, 1901. 
Sir : I have to report the existence of another case of yellow fever, 
making the eighth for the season. The patient is Mrs. N. H. Secrist. 
She was taken sick during the night of August 2, but I did not see her 
until this morning when I was called to see her. She was at her home 
about 6 miles from the town at a place called Plat Rock, on the north 
side of the island that Bocas del Toro is located on. She will be brought 
to town to-morrow morning in order to be cared,for, and be near a phy- 
sician. I have advised Dr. Wailes and Dr. Carter of the facts in the 
case. Neither of them has seen the case, and they do not think it neces- 
sary, although I have invited them to go with me. 

Respectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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